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Common 
Core State 
Standards 

specify 
K-12 

expectations 
for college 
and career 
readiness

All students 
leave 

high school 
college 

and career 
ready 

Teachers and 
schools have 

information and 
tools they need 

to improve 
teaching and 

learning

Summative: 
College and career readiness 

assessments for accountability

Interim:
Flexible and open 

assessments used for 
actionable feedback

Digital Library:
Tools and resources to 

support formative 
assessment process

Smarter Balanced Assessment System

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Smarter Balanced Assessment System has three components:  the summative assessments, designed for state and federal accountability purposes; the interim assessments, designed to support teaching and learning throughout the year; and the Digital Library, designed to support classroom-based formative assessment processes.  The relationship between these components, the Common Core State Standards, and college and career readiness is displayed in this graphic.
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Digital Library Overview
• Online collection of over 2,600 instructional and professional 

learning resources that support implementation of the 
formative assessment process

• Many resources can be used across grades and content 
areas

• Supports professional development for a balanced 
assessment system

• Incorporates cross-state collaboration features
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Digital Library contains over 2,600 resources designed to support formative assessment processes in the classroom.  Many resources were designed to be used across grade levels and content areas.  A portion of the Digital Library resources are designed to support professional development when working with your staff. Instructional resources are added to the Digital Library on a regular basis, making it a dynamic educational tool.  Because the resources are contributed by members of the State Network of Educators (SNE) from across the consortium, the library offers opportunities for cross-state collaboration.  
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Quality Criteria for Digital Library Resources 

• Aligns with Common Core State Standards

• Demonstrates and incorporates high-quality 
formative assessment practices

• Reflects learner differences and supports 
personalized learning

• Engaging and user-friendly
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each of the resources accepted into the Digital Library have met the following criteria:

They align with the Common Core state standards;

They demonstrate high quality instruction, address learner differences, and are engaging for teachers and students; and

They incorporate one or more of the formative assessment attributes.
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Four Attributes of the 
Formative Assessment Process
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
All of the resources found in the Digital Library must have or support at least one of the attributes of the formative assessment process:

Clarify Intended Learning:  This attribute covers learning goals and success criteria. An example of a resource with this attribute would be one that helped teachers or students to create student friendly language for the skills the students are expected to learn and demonstrate.

Eliciting Evidence: This attribute covers the process by which the teacher designs what the students will be doing in order to surface the students’ knowledge and skills.  Crafting a question for discussion that will inform the teacher about individual student learning would be an example of this attribute.

Interpreting Evidence:  This attribute covers the process by which the teacher reflects on each student’s learning and progress toward the intended learning.  

Acting on Evidence:  This attribute covers the next steps the teacher will take in light of what the students have and have not learned. At this point, the learning goal, or intended learning, might be differentiated for students and the process begins again.
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Accessing the Digital Library
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To access the Digital Library, go to http://www.caaspp.org and 
select the “Smarter Balanced Digital Library” button.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Users can access the Digital Library from the CAASPP homepage.  Select the green button titled, “Smarter Balanced Digital Library”.  Users will be taken to a log-in screen which will require their e-mail address and a password.  NOTE:  New users will be given a temporary password to use when logging in for the first time.  Upon initial log in, users will be prompted to create their own unique password, answer a set of security questions, and agree to the Digital Library terms.

http://www.caaspp.org/
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Digital Library Home Page
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The carousel in the middle of the home page rotates through 4 featured resources. To 
navigate through the featured resources manually, select one of the circles underneath 
the resource. The featured resources are changed periodically.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Digital Library homepage includes a rotating carousel of 4 featured resources.  Users can navigate through the resources manually by selecting one of the circles (hi-lighted in red) underneath the resource, or the user can allow the carousel to rotate through the resources on its own.  The featured resources are selected by Smarter Balanced and will be changed periodically.
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Digital Library Home Page
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Four filtering tags are provided in a drop down menu, or you can search with other 
filters by selecting the green button labeled “Find Resources”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When searching for resources, the filtering tags on the homepage provide a place for the user to begin.  Each filter provides a drop down menu to help target searches, or the user can select the green “Find Resources” button to search using additional filters.
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Using the Filters

Select one or more of the drop down arrows for 
filtering purposes.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
All four filters on the homepage expand to provide the user with access to specific selection criteria.  If a user is looking for a specific Common Core State Standard to address in the classroom, using the “Common Core State Standards” filter is highly recommended.
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Selecting a Resource
Once you have 
used the filters 
to generate a list 
of resources, 
select either the 
title or 
preview window
of the resource 
to make your 
selection.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once the filters have been used to generate a list of resources, the user can select a particular resource in one of two ways.  The user can select the title of the resource or the preview window.
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Selecting a Resource

Many resources have downloadable materials. Make sure to 
select the “View All Materials” button for documents, 
presentation slides, or videos!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If a resource has downloadable materials, the user can locate these by selecting the green button titled, “View All Materials.”  Many of the resources in the Digital Library contain documents, presentation slides, or videos.
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Selecting a Resource
Once you have selected a resource, information available 
under the tab “About this Resource,” provides a summary 
of the resource and a clear connection to the formative 
assessment process.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To learn more about a selected resource, users can select the “About This Resource” tab.  This will provide a clear connection to the formative assessment process and includes:
a summary of the resource
attributes of the formative assessment process 
specific connections to the formative assessment process
student engagement to the formative assessment process
specific connections to the Common Core State Standards
learning goals
success criteria
context(s) in which the resource could be used
supporting evidence
Related principles, literature, or research
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Marking Your Favorites

Once you find a resource that you would like to save, 
simply hover over and select “Add to Favorites”.  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Once you locate a resource that you particularly like or would potentially use in the classroom, select the “Add to Favorites” option.  This allows the resource to be saved and easily located under the “Favorites” button.
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Marking Your Favorites

Your selection now appears under “Favorites” in the tool bar.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The favorites tab located in the upper right corner contains two resources that can be revisited without searching or filtering again.
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Subscribing to Forums and 
Starting Discussions

You may subscribe to a forum to receive communications about a 
resource, or you can start a discussion about a desired resource.  
Begin by selecting the “Collaboration” tab. Next, select 
“Subscribe to Forum” or “Start a Discussion.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The collaboration feature is used to communicate with other educators both locally and nationally.  Users may subscribe to forums or start a discussion about a particular resource.  Many educators use this tool to ask questions or make comments about how a resource worked in the classroom.
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Resources on the CDE Digital Library 
Web Page

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/diglib.asp
• Videos
Exploring the Smarter Balanced Digital Library
 Introducing the Smarter Balanced Digital Library
Quality Criteria for the Digital Library

• Slide Show
Digital Library Overview and Sample Resources

• PDFs
Digital Library Fact Sheet
The Formative Assessment Process

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The California Department of Education has created a Digital Library Webpage, which features videos and other informational resources.  This page is updated frequently with the newest information and publications available for the Smarter Balanced Digital Library.

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/diglib.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/diglib-explore.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/diglibvideo.asp
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4QNN3SrM_Ds
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/documents/digitallibrarysamples.pdf
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/documents/dlfactsheet.pdf
http://www.smarterbalanced.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Formative-Assessment-Process.pdf
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For further information about using the 
Digital Library, please contact the 
CalTAC Digital Library Help Desk

caltac@ets.org
1-855-631-1510

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Should you have questions regarding the Digital Library, please contact the CalTAC Digital Library Help Desk using the e-mail address or phone number listed on this slide.

mailto:caltac@ets.org
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